bands, wherein the regions between the bands comprise fibrous Hquid distribution zones, and 

wherejn the fibron ^ matrix mmpdi^efi-hftmted Lelhilosiu Tihers;. ' ■ 

^(/J?^ 33. (Twice Amended) A wetlaid absorbent composite comprising a fibrous matiix 
and absorbent material, wherein the absorbent material is present in the fibrous matrix in tm) or 
more bands, wherein the regions between the bands comprise fibrous liquid distribu^n zones, 
and wherein the fibrous matrix comprises bonded cellulosic fibers. 

34. (Twice Amended) A foam-formed absorbent composite coit^prising a fibrous 
matrix and absorbent material, wherein the absorbent material is present in the fibrous matrix in 
two or more bands, wherein the regions between the bands comprise/fibrous liquid distribution 
zones, and wherein the fibrous matrix comprises bonded cellulosic/fibers. 

35. (Twice Amended) An absorbent article comprising an absorbent composite 
comprising a fibrous matrix and absorbent material, wherein the absorbent material is present in 
the fibrous matrix in two or more bands, wherein the regions between the bands comprise fibrous 
liquid distribution zones, and wherein the fibrous nmtrix comprises bonded cellulosic fibers. 

36. (Twice Amended) An abso^ent article comprising a wetlaid absorbent 
composite comprising a fibrous matrix anc^absorbent material, wherein the absorbent material is 
present in the fibrous matrix in two /r more bands, wherein the regions between the bands 
comprise fibrous liquid distributi9n zones, and wherein the fibrous matrix comprises bonded 
cellulosic fibers. 

37. (Twice Ameit8ed) An absorbent article comprising a foam-formed absorbent 
composite comprising aiibrous matrix and absorbent material, wherein the absorbent material is 
present in the fibrous matrix in two or more bands, wherein the regions between the bands 
comprise fibrous/liquid distribution zones, and wherein the fibrous matrix comprises bonded 
cellulosic fiber 
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38. (Twice Amended) An absorbent article comprising: 
a liquid pervious facing sheet; 
a storage layer comprising an absorbent composite comprising a fibrods matrix and 

absorbent material, wherein the absorbent material is present in the fibrous mamx in two or more 
bands, wherein the regions between the bands comprise fibrous liquid ^stribution zones, and 
wherein the fibrous matrix comprises bonded cellulosic fibers; and 
a liquid impervious backing sheet. 

39. (Twice Amended) An absorbent article com^ising: 
a liquid pervious facing sheet; 

an acquisition layer for rapidly acquiring and distributing liquid; 

a storage layer comprising an absorbent composite comprising a fibrous matrix and 
absorbent material, wherein the absorbent materi^is present in the fibrous matrix in two or more 
bands, wherein the regions between the bands comprise fibrous liquid distribution zones, and 
wherein the fibrous matrix comprises bond^ cellulosic fibers; and 

a liquid impervious backing sheet. 

40. (Twice Amended) An absorbent article comprising: 
a liquid pervious facing sheet; 

an acquisition layer for/rapidly acquiring and distributing liquid; 

a storage layer con?iprising an absorbent composite comprising a fibrous matrix and 
absorbent material, wherein the absorbent material is present in the fibrous matrix in two or more 
bands, wherein the regions between the bands comprise fibrous liquid distribution zones, and 
wherein the fibrou? matrix comprises bonded cellulosic fibers; 

an intermediate layer interposed between the acquisition layer and the storage layer; and 

a liqura impervious backing sheet. 
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I 46. (Twice Amended) An absorbent article coprfprising: 
a liquid pervious facing sheet; 

an acquisition layer for acquiring and distri)3<iting liquid; 
a storage layer; and 
a liquid impervious backing sheeb 
wherein the acquisition layer"''^ :omprises an absorbent composite comprising a fibrous 
matrix and absorbent material, wherein the absorbent material is present in the fibrous matrix in 
two or more bands, whereh/the regions between the bands comprise fibrous liquid distribution 
zones, and wherein the fibrous matrix comprises bonded cellulosic fibers. 

(Amended) An absorbent composite, comprising a fibrous matrix and 
absorbent material, wherein the absorbent material is prej^ent in the fibrous matrix in two or more 
bands, wherein the bands swell and form a fluted stnicture upon contact with liquid, wherein the 
regions between the bands comprise fibrous liqi^ distribution zones, and wherein the fibrous 
matrix comprises bonded cellulosic fibers. 



[53. 



(New) An absorbent composite comprising absorbent material in a fibrous 
matrix, wherein the absorbent material is present in th^fibrous matrix in two or more bands, 
wherein the regions of the fibrous matrix between tjre bands comprise liquid distribution zones, 
and wherein the fibrous matrix comprises bonded/cellulosic fibers. 
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